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Abstract

The severance of diplomatic relations is one of the most severe political measures in
relations between states and carries extensive consequences for both parties and the
international system. In such a situation, where official communication channels are cut
off, the necessity of establishing alternative mechanisms for transmitting messages,
managing tensions, and pursuing citizens' affairs becomes prominent, and the role of
third states gains particular importance. The main question of this research is on what
basis the function of a third state in conditions of severed relations rests, and whether
the official role based on existing legal frameworks is sufficient for crisis management
or requires completion with informal and flexible roles. The significance of this issue
lies in the fact that developments in recent years have shown that third states, in addition
to official mechanisms, also play roles in the form of mediation, facilitation, and the
creation of confidential channels, and these functions have gained an increasing position
in the management of diplomatic crises. This research, by examining the legal and
practical dimensions of the role of a third state, demonstrates that real effectiveness in

conditions of severed relations is achieved when official and informal roles are used in



a complementary and coordinated manner, and such a model can provide an effective
mechanism for maintaining minimum communication and preventing the escalation of
conflict. The study further argues that the legal framework governing third-state roles,
including the institution of protecting powers, remains insufficient on its own and must
be supplemented by flexible, informal arrangements tailored to the specific context of
each crisis. In this regard, the experiences of Switzerland and Oman during the 40-Day
War illustrate how third states can combine formal mandates with informal mediation to
sustain diplomatic channels under extreme conditions. The findings suggest that a hybrid
model, integrating legal obligations with adaptive diplomatic practices, offers the most

viable path for crisis management when bilateral relations are severed.

Keywords: Third States, Severance of Diplomatic Relations, Official Roles, Informal

Roles, Diplomatic Crisis
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