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Leftism and the refusal of a constitutional bargain in constitutional law;
(A Reflection on Sheikh Hossein Yazdi's Thoughts in the First Session of the National
Consultative Assembly)

Abstract

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution was a distinct social movement that, unlike many classic
revolutions, gradually came to fruition through the civic participation and mutual understanding of
intellectuals, merchants, the bazaar, and reformist clerics. Its most defining achievement was the drafting
and ratification of Iran's first Constitution, a document intended to lay the foundation for a new political
order. For this Constitution to be recognized as the legitimate "basis" of political life and effectively regulate
the rules of the political game, its creation required the maximum participation of key political forces. It
needed to secure their trust that the rules were designed fairly, ensuring that all major players had a stake
in the new system. Without such a constitutional bargain, any group with the upper hand in the real political
arena would be tempted to distance themselves from the constitutional text in practice, simultaneously
attempting to reinterpret or rewrite it to suit their own ideological desires. This paper argues that this very
failure of consensus occurred. Following the initial victory of the constitutional movement, groups such as
the leftist (Socialistion-e Ammiyun), with their violent and uncompromising revolutionary actions, actively
obstructed the formation of this necessary balance. Their confrontational stance against Iran's millennia-old
traditions of monarchy and religion effectively prevented the establishment of a stable, reciprocal
agreement, leading to the gradual inefficiency and ultimate failure of the nascent constitutional system.

At the center of this tumultuous period was Sheikh Hossein Yazdi, a constitutionalist mujtahid and a
representative of the National Consultative Assembly. Amid the escalating conflicts between radical leftists
and traditional conservatives, Sheikh Hossein Yazdi emerged as a pivotal voice of moderation. He
dedicated his political and intellectual efforts to preserving the cohesion and continuity of the constitutional
movement, actively seeking to uphold the non-violent, reformist nature of the Iranian Revolution. In his
speeches and articles, reflected prominently in the Majlis newspaper, he tirelessly attempted to engage with
the court, various local associations, and the Popular Socialist faction in the first parliament (who later re-
emerged as the Democrats in the second). He sought to establish a point of convergence among these
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competing political forces, a process that can be understood through the theoretical lens of a "constitutional
bargain™ or fundamental elite bargaining. This paper examines Sheikh Hossein Yazdi's crucial, albeit
ultimately unsuccessful, efforts to negotiate this bargain. It demonstrates how his advocacy for
constitutional mechanisms such as the 2" Article of the Constitution and the establishment of the Senate
were aimed at creating the necessary institutional compromises that could have stabilized the new political
order. However, the intransigence and violent tactics of the leftist factions, including assassinations and
attempted regicide, systematically undermined these attempts. By refusing to include the monarchy and
religious establishment in a fair, institutionalized bargain, the leftist forces inadvertently weakened the very
constitution they sought to defend, contributing to a cycle of distrust, political instability, and the eventual
erosion of constitutional governance—a dynamic that would have profound implications for Iran's modern
history.

Keywords: constitutionalism, constitution, leftism, Sheikh Hossein Yazdi, constitutional bargain
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