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Constitutionalism and the Development of Iran's Constitutional Rights in
Light of the Ideas and Practices of the Two Parties: Democrat and
Moderate Socialists

Abstract

This paper first elucidates the concept of constitutionalism as a historwcai
movement emphasizing the rule of a written constitution over palitical
customs. Employing a historical-cross-sectional method wiih respiecito the
constitutional era, it examines the role of two influential narties—the
Democrat Party (with liberal and radical leanings) and the Moderate
Socialists Party (with conservative and religious inclinations)—in either
reinforcing or undermining this movement. The findings indicate that the
fundamental disagreements between these Two parties over issues such as
the source of legitimacy, the relationship hetween religion and politics, the
system of representation, and partisanstiip, coueled with the absence of the
necessary socio-economic foundaiions fe.q., an urban middle class and an
industrial economy) for constitutionalism, as well as their practical
confrontations and recourse o physical elimination, ultimately led to the
relative failure of the constiticicnal movement and the incomplete
consolidation of constitutioneiisi and the development of constitutional
rights in Iran.

Keywords: Constiiutionalisii Movement, Moderate Socialists Party,
Democrat Party, Constitutional Rights of the Constitutional Era, Partisan
Constitutionaiists, Representative System.





