Shared responsibility for the United States' aid or assistance to the
Zionist regime in the 12-day aggression against Iran

Abstract

The 12-day aggression of the Zionist regime against Iran in June 2025 represents a critical stress
test for contemporary doctrines of shared responsibility in international law. This article examines
the international responsibility of the United States for its multifaceted assistance—financial,
military, intelligence, and political—to Israel during this conflict. Adopting a theoretical—
interpretive approach, it integrates doctrinal analysis of the Articles on Responsibility of States
for Internationally Wrongful Acts (2001) with jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice
and the European Court of Human Rights, particularly in areas of due diligence, positive
obligations, and extraterritorial jurisdiction.

The study introduces three conceptual innovations: (1) a Layered Responsibility Model,
distinguishing between direct commission, facilitative complicity, and coalition omission; (2) a
Dynamic Breach Theory, extending the notion of continuing violations to post-ceasefire sanctions
and ongoing assistance; and (3) a Facilitation Spectrum, an empirical tool for quantifying levels
of participation in collective wrongdoing. These frameworks operationalize Article 16 of the ILC
Articles by lowering the traditional threshold of knowledge to encompass ‘“‘constructive
awareness” derived from human-rights jurisprudence, thereby transforming formal attribution
into a functional duty of due diligence.

Based on declassified U.S. documents, UN Security Council records, and post-war human-
rights reports, the paper argues that U.S. conduct—ranging from aerial refueling and real-time
intelligence sharing to direct B-2 strikes and Security Council vetoes—constitutes material and
mental elements of complicity in aggression under Article 2(4) of the UN Charter. Furthermore,
U.S. post-ceasefire sanctions are framed as continuing breaches, reinforcing systemic complicity
in violation of peremptory norms (jus cogens) and the duty of non-assistance under Article 41 of
the ILC Articles.

Iran's claim of US responsibility is analyzed as an emerging procedural platform to test this
reconceptualization of shared responsibility. The study concludes that while procedural and
political impediments—such as Security Council veto power and bilateral defense arrangements
like the 2016 U.S.—Israel Memorandum of Understanding—still obstruct accountability, the
integration of human-rights—based due-diligence standards into the law of state responsibility
provides a viable pathway for advancing collective justice and protecting victims of hybrid
warfare.

Ultimately, this article contributes to the evolving discourse on networked accountability by
linking jurisprudential developments in human rights to the structural reform of international
responsibility in the age of transnational and cyber-enhanced conflicts.

Keywords: Aid or Assistance, Shared Responsibility, Attribution, Breach of Obligation, Due
Diligence, Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, Systematic Complicity.
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