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The political philosophy of Giorgio Agamben,
contemporary Italian thinker, offers a profound re-examination Vol, 2/[| No. 4 [ Fall 2025 Winter

of foundational concepts such as sovereignty, the state of 2025
(Original Article)

exception, and biopolitics, concepts that are indispensable for

https://jrpl.illrc.ac.ir

understanding the intertwined relationship among law, politics,

q 98 q q DOI:
and the body. Drawing on and critically extending the ideas of 10.22034/jrpl.2025.2069596.1172

Carl Schmitt and Michel Foucault, Agamben demonstrates how
modern states, by producing and normalizing states of exception,
enable the suspension of law under the pretext of emergency. In
doing so, they reduce human beings from political subjects
endowed with rights to what he calls bare life: individuals
stripped of legal protection and rendered vulnerable to the
arbitrary domination of sovereign power. This dynamic creates
atroubling indistinction between law and lawlessness at the heart

ofthe modern political-legal order, allowing sovereign authority
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to exercise expansive and often unchecked power over the lives,
bodies, and rights of citizens. This article aims to analyze and
clarify the central concepts in Agamben'’s theoretical framework
and explore their implications within contemporary public law
systems. A focal point of the analysis is the philosophical and
legal significance of bare life, which represents the human being
strategically excluded from the sphere of legal and political
protection in modern governance.The study further examines the
legal and political consequences of states of exception, both
formally declared and informally practiced, through which
governments restrict or suspend individual rights. It also explores
the workings of biopolitics, understood as the process by which
biological life becomes a primary target of political decision-
making, regulation, and control. By situating Agamben’s
concepts, such as the state of exception, bare life, and sovereign
decision, within legal and institutional contexts, the article seeks
to demonstrate how these ideas illuminate contemporary
phenomena including citizenship regimes, emergency
governance, political crises, and the legal architecture of
extraordinary measures. Particular attention is given to the role
of camps and exceptional spaces as concrete sites in which bare
life becomes fully actualized and sovereign domination over
bodies reaches its highest intensity.Ultimately, this article
employs Agamben'’s theoretical contributions to offer a deeper
understanding of the complex and often contentious relationship
among politics, law, and the body in modern public law, and to
illustrate how these philosophical insights manifest within the
lived realities of legal and political systems.

Keywords: Law Enforcement; Legal System; Legislation;

Rule of Law; Interdisciplinary Studies.
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2 ’invenzione di un’epidemia

3 un comportamento cosi sproporzionato

4 Stati di panico collettivo

> Giorgio Agamben, L’invenzione di un’epidemia (https://www.quodlibet.it/giorgio-
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