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Political representation is a foundational concept in -
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ntemporar lic law, one situated at the intersection of th
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general will, institutional authority, and political legitimacy.
(Original Article)

Since the emergence of the modern state, this concept has
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experienced extensive conceptual reinterpretation and structural
DOI:

transformation. Across the historical continuum from classical 10.22034/jrpl.2025.2064958.1158

Greek democracy and modern parliamentary systems to the fluid,
data-driven environment of the digital platform era, the
boundaries separating representation from participation,
political agency from algorithmic systems, and law from data
have grown increasingly blurred and contested. Employing a
comparative and analytical methodology, this article revisits
these transformations through the lens of key theories in the
philosophy of public law, critical discourses on representation,
and the evolving legal-institutional practices of contemporary

governance.
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It examines selected jurisdictions, including Germany (where
tensions persist between elite-centered parliamentary structures
and emergent participatory platforms), Estonia and Taiwan
(global pioneers of digital democracy and institutionalized
Crowd Law mechanisms), Switzerland (with its semi-direct,
referendum-based democratic model), and the United States
(where platform dynamics increasingly shape party politics and
political participation).The article then evaluates the conceptual
and legal contours of political representation in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, with particular attention to constitutional
principles, the performance of representative institutions, and the
structural challenges currently confronting them. Finally, it
proposes a series of policy and legal reforms aimed at articulating
pathways toward a hybrid model of political representation
grounded in transparency, accountability, and platform-enabled
participation.Reimagining representation in Iran requires neither
the abandonment of existing institutions nor an uncritical
embrace of technological solutions. Rather, it calls for an
integrated model that forges meaningful connections among
parliament, local councils, and digital platforms. Such a model
can reinvigorate public trust and demonstrate that representation
remains viable, so long as it reflects the present will of the people

and operates in the language of transparency and accountability .
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