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The principle of separation of powers emerged as a ——~—

fundamental legal guideline to prevent the concentration of
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authority in a single person or institution, thereby safeguarding
(Original Article)

the rights and freedoms of the people. Over time, this principle
https://jrpl.illrc.ac.ir

evolved within the context of the fluidity of political regimes and
DOI:
has been interpreted from various perspectives. In some views, https://doi.org/10.22034/jrpl.202
5.2055916.1141

the concentration of power is seen as both the justification for and
the threat to the separation of powers, with considerations of both
the equality and the hierarchy of powers playing key roles. This
divergence in interpretations is so pronounced that contemporary
scholars such as Lawrence Klaus have critically reexamined the
ideas of classic theorists like Montesquieu, subjecting them to

rigorous critique and challenge.
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This article aims to identify the sole common denominator
among various interpretations by examining multiple aspects and
indicators of this concept across contemporary political systems.
These aspects include : perspectives on power and human nature,
the origin of powers, debates regarding the number of powers,
governmental legal frameworks, the principle of preventing
power concentration and emergency states, the prohibition of job
accumulation, horizontal equality among powers, power
independence, and check and balance mechanisms.

Our hypothesis suggests that amidst the fluidity of political
regimes, there exists one indispensable principle common to all
interpretations of the separation of powers: under normal
conditions, the three branches of government must not be
combined in the hands of a single person or institution, and
following the cessation of any declared state of emergency, the
concentration of power must revert to its original, diffused state.
This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach to

examine and support this thesis.

Keywords: Separation of Powers, Fluidity of Political
Regimes, Normal Conditions, State of Emergency, Tripartite

System of Powers, Independence of Powers.
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1. Separation of Powers
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